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Gu n o w n e r
Madison, Wis. — Wisconsin Gun Owners 
- Political Action Committee (WGO-
PAC), the only pro-gun state-level PAC in 
Wisconsin willing to take on anti-gunners 
from any political party, has released its 
list of first-round candidate endorsements. 
To make the grade, candidates need to 
give more than lip service to the Second 
Amendment.
 
                               Continued Page 2

MEDIA IMPACT
“We see this as more 

incremental usurpation [by]
the federal government into 
the business of regulating  

... private property — a 
power never granted to it 
by the people,” said Corey 
Graff, executive director of 

Wisconsin Gun Owners Inc.” 

— Court Upholds Gun Ban, Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel, July  17, 2010

WGO-PAC 2010 
Endorsements
Tough Pro-Gun Candidate Survey 
Sifts Out the Men from the Boys

David Olofson: Freed to Clear His Name

WGO-PAC endorses Robert Lorge 
for Lieutenant Governor. Lorge, a 
staunch gun rights supporter, calls 
himself the “Tea Party Republican.” 
See why on page 2.  For more 
information, lorgeforwisconsin.com

To restore and defend the right 
to keep and bear arms through 
on-target strategy, and to hold 

accountable all those who 
surrender that right 

through compromise.

Mission 



The 2010 Wisconsin Gun Owners 
Candidate Survey has been deployed 
and candidates have begun to walk 
the plank, returning their answers to 
WGO headquarters for analysis. 
   This year’s survey added two 
questions that were not on previous 
surveys. One asked if the candidate 
supports state sovereignty laws, 
known as Firearms Freedom Acts. 
Such laws, as passed in Montana 
and several other states, say that if 
a firearm is manufactured in that 
state, federal gun regulations do not 
apply to that firearm. 
    The other question asks whether 
the candidate will oppose any 
attempt to regulate or infringe the 
now-legal practice of open carry 
and whether they will support 
legislation to remove gun free zones 
and other restrictions on the books 
currently affecting those who carry 
non-concealed handguns for self-
defense.

WGO-PAC Endorsements
All of the endorsements below have 
fulfilled two criteria: 1) They have 
completed our candidate survey 
with 100% pro-gun responses; and, 
2) To date they have not betrayed 
gun owners on these issues (that’s 
not to say they won’t in the future).
U.S. Senate: Dave Westlake, 
Republican  davewestlake.org 
   “If the government disarms the 
public through unconstitutional 
regulations, it does more than just 
leave innocent, law-abiding citizens 
exposed to criminals — it takes 
the first dangerous step towards 
justifying infringement upon any 
number of our other rights. The 
slippery slope between the first 
gun confiscation and exploitation 

by a government that oversteps its 
legal limitations is short and can be 
traversed rapidly. The only way to 
ensure this absolutely cannot happen 
is to guard the citizenry against the 
threat in 
the first 
place.
    “I fully 
s u p p o r t 
the right 
of all law 
a b i d i n g 

Americans to own guns and to carry 
a concealed firearm. I will oppose 
any federal legislation to require 
licensing or to further proscribe 
Americans freedoms under the 
Second Amendment.”

U.S. House 8th: Terri 
McCormick, Republican 
terrimccormickforcongress.com
“Terri supports the Second 

Amendment 
and all 
Americans’ 
right to 
d e f e n d 
themselves 
and their 
f a m i l i e s . 
She believes 
in the 
ind iv idua l 

right to bear arms and recognizes it 
as a Constitutional guarantee. She 
understands that it is the individual’s 
responsibility to protect their person 
and their family. Terri believes that 
gun ownership and the freedom to 
carry a concealed firearm for self-
defense is a constitutional right. 
She is a member of the NRA and 
has passed both the concealed 
carry training and the pistol range 
qualification.”

U.S. House 7th: Daniel Mielke, 
Republican 
www.danielmielke.com   
    “The second amendment speaks for 
itself. I will uphold that amendment! 
It was plain and simple when it was 
written and it should be plain and 
simple in its application.  
  “This nations freedom and 
prosperity depends on the rights of 
the people to own and carry firearms, 
and if necessary defend themselves 
against aggression. I strongly 
support the individuals right to self-
defense of life and property.”
   
WI Lt. Governor: Robert Lorge, 
Republican (WGO Member)
lorgeforwisconsin.com

“Our Second Amendment 
constitutional rights should not and 
are not subject to any restrictions, 
nor should they be the subject 
of permits, regulation or other 
restrictive laws.
    As Lt. Governor ... I will find 
legislators to [introduce pro-gun 
legislation].” Continued Next Page

WGO-PAC Endorsements 
Continued from Page 1
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Check wisconsingunowners.org for
WGO-PAC election updates.



WGO-PAC Endorsements
Continued from Page 2 

Assembly 85th: Jim Maas, 
Libertarian (WGO Member)
message2madison.info

“Wisconsin citizens can be proud and 
grateful that we have a constitutional 
right to keep and bear arms for any 
lawful purpose, written in language 
which any 6th grader can understand.   
The Wisconsin Assembly should 
be ashamed that it hasn’t removed 

or amended any of the gun control 
laws on the books from before the 
passage of that amendment (Article 
I, Section 25) in 1998. Our laws 
must be reformed, modernized and 
comply with our constitution.” 

Assembly 31st: Leroy Watson, 
Libertarian (WGO Member)
“I support WGO and am a member. 
In the 2002 Assembly 31 race, NRA 
refused to list me in their magazine 
because I was a Libertarian. I am a 
member of the NRA too!” 

Editor’s note: As of press time, neither 
Scott Walker nor Mark Neumann had 
returned their candidate surveys, so 
check wisconsingunowners.org  for 
Governor’s race and other late-breaking 
candidate info. Note: Scott Gunderson, 
Republican incumbent for the 83rd 
district (Waterford) and arch enemy of 
Vermont-style concealed carry, did not 
return his candidate survey, however 
his democratic opponent did!  What 
anti-gun views is Scott Gunderson 
hiding?
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Gary Keller, a long-time WGO 
supporter, ex-cop and U.S. 
Navy Seabee (Ret.) is a rock-
solid candidate running for 
Rock County Sheriff. Keller’s 
outspoken support of 
concealed carry earned him 
the endorsement of WGO-
PAC.  For more information, 
www.kellerforsheriff.com

— wisconsingunowners.org —

Wisconsin Court Upholds Domestic Abuse Gun Ban 
WGO shoots back against state-level baby Lautenburg-style gun control

Paid for by Wisconsin Gun Owners - Political Action Committee, Corey Graff, Treasurer. Not authorized by any candidate, candidate’s agent or committee.

“In a case watched by gun rights advo-
cates nationwide, the U.S. 7th Circuit 
Court of Appeals last week reinstated 
the convictions of a Rock County man 
for possessing a hunting shotgun while 
on probation for domestic violence.
    “The ruling upholds a categorical ex-
ception from full Second Amendment 
rights for certain people convicted of 
misdemeanors, and it is likely to gen-
erate more challenges to the 1996 law 
at issue following recent U.S. Supreme 
Court rulings on gun rights.”
    Those words, as reported in the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (July 17, 
2010), should send chills up every Bad-
ger State gun owner’s spine. 

  That’s because federal Lautenburg-
style gun control has come home to 
roost — and now any gun owner con-
victed of a minor misdemeanor, from 
something as innocent as false charges 
of raising one’s voice to an ex-girl-
friend, for example — could disarm 
you for life. 
    “We see this as more incremental 
usurpation [by] the federal government 
into the business of regulating the own-
ership of private property — a power 
never granted to it by the people,” said 
Corey Graff, executive director of Wis-
consin Gun Owners Inc.
   “Graff said a woman convicted of do-
mestic violence also would be deprived 

of having a gun that might be her best 
protection against a rapist breaking into 
her home,” reported the Sentinel.
     “This is not about keeping battered 
wives safe from abusive men,” WGO 
said in a statement released. “It’s about 
coming up with more convenient ex-
cuses to disarm citizens and execute 
widespread gun confiscations.”
   Opinions in the case bolster the fact 
that recent US Supreme Court cases did 
not secure the right to keep and bear 
arms as many gun owners believe. “[S]
ome gun restrictions are constitutional 
... such as a lifetime ban on gun posses-
sion for people convicted of domestic 
violence.” 



Washington, D.C. — NRA Executive 
Vice President Wayne Lapierre 
appeared recently in a public photo 
shoot with Democratic Senator Harry 
Reid of Nevada, at a shooting range of 
all places. 
   It didn’t take long for the blogosphere 
to light up with chatter about a possible 
NRA endorsement of Reid, who was the 
subject of an article by Gun Owners of 
America (GOA) entitled, “44 Reasons 
Proving Harry Reid is Anti-gun.” 
   Taking a different view of Senator 
Reid — and apparently ignoring a 
proven track record of gun control — 
Lapierre referred to Reid as a “true 
champion of the Second Amendment.” 
  “The NRA hasn’t said they’ve 
endorsed Harry Reid,” reported the 
National Association for Gun Rights 
(NAGR), “but it seems like they’ve 
done everything short of it. From a full 

magazine spread of pictures together 
to calling him a ‘friend of the NRA,’ 
it seems they’ve grown quite *ahem* 
cozy, with radical anti-gunner Harry 
Reid.”

NRA Leadership’s Excuses 
Don’t Add Up
     It is no secret that the NRA has an 
incumbent-friendly posture when it 
comes to endorsements, but many say 
a show of support for Reid would be 
unthinkable, even by NRA standards.
   According to a report by David Codrea 
(Gun Rights Examiner), “apologists 
for supporting him will tell you he has 
kept many bills from coming to the 
floor — if he is out as majority leader, 
we might get committed anti-gunners 
Dick Durbin or Chuck Schumer in his 
place.” 
     Gun Owners of America has warned 

that Reid “was the point man for gun 
control initiatives such as the Brady bill 
and the semi-auto ban under President 
Clinton,” and also is championing the 
renewed push for a semi-auto ban, an 
effort built upon blaming American 
gun owners for crime sprees committed 
by Mexican drug gangs.
    At a Nevada gun range, Lapierre 
heaped praise on Reid at the shooting 
event.
   “It was the elder Reid who came 
loaded with the biggest political 
weapon, a flattering speech from Wayne 
LaPierre, chief executive officer of the 
National Rifle Association, a gun rights  
organization with 3.5 million members 
and a $120 million annual budget.
   “He is a true champion of the Second 
Amendment,” LaPierre said of Reid, 
reported the Las-Vegas Review Journal. 
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NRA Is Not Endorsing Harry Reid 
Not even the NRA’s staunchest apologists can explain this one away



WGO Staff Report
Madison, Wis. — With pro-
gun activists becoming more 
effective, and conservatives being 
mobilized nationally in the Tea 
Party Movement, politicians and 
bureaucrats are scrambling to shut 
down free speech. 
  Two attacks faced activists recently, 
one on the federal level, the other 
here in the Badger State. The US 
Senate has backed off the anti-free 
speech bill, HR 5175, known as the 
DISCLOSE Act. That bill passed the 
US House of Representatives, with 
only Paul Ryan, Jim Sensenbrenner 
and Tom Petri voting against it from 
Wisconsin. Voting for it in the U.S. 
House, from Wisconsin, were Reps 
David Obey, Steve Kagan, Ron 
Kind and  Tammy Baldwin.   

DISCLOSE Act Would Silence 
Wisconsin Gun Owners    
 Masquerading as providing 
campaign finance accountability, 
the DISCLOSE Act was really 
a backdoor attempt to strangle 
advocacy groups like WGO with 
red tape. It was an election period 
gag order, aimed at conservative 
organizations. A coalition of groups, 
including WGO,  raised hell against 
this new tyranny but we all soon 
realized we’d been thrown under the 
bus by our allies. That’s because we 
learned the leaders of the National 
Rifle Association had cut a deal 
with congressional democrats to be 
exempted from the law, if passed. 
    According to the Oregon Firearms 
Federation, “HR 5175 is a blatantly 
unconstitutional bill that would 

end free speech for countless 
organizations and was opposed by 
the NRA until they cut a backroom 
deal with Democrats in Congress. 
NRA would be ‘carved out’ of this 
bill and the NRA would slink away 
and end any opposition to it. All other 
pro-gun organizations, including 
other national and all state-wide 
groups would be silenced, with the 
NRA’s tacit blessing, and the NRA 
would be assured of a monopoly on 
political speech before elections.”
    On June 24, 2010, the bill passed 
the US House 219 in favor to 206 
opposed. On Tuesday, July 27, 2010, 
thanks in no small part to intense 
grassroots pressure from WGO 
members, the bill was shot down 
57-41. But, warns Gun Owners of 
America, “Pat yourselves on the 
back, but don’t think the battle is 
over.  Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-NV) has promised he will 

bring back this bill.” 

Wisconsin GAB Flanks Free 
Speech
 The Wisconsin Government  
Accountability Board (GAB) 
recently implemented GAB Rule 
1.28 August 1, 2010, after the 
legislature took no action on the 
proposed rule in July.  
 The rule would require any 
advocacy organization, such as 
WGO, and individuals  to register 
with the Wisconsin Government 
Accountability Board if they spend 
more than $25 in any communication 
about a readily identified candidate 
within 30 days of the primary or 60 
days of the election. 
   Thanks to a lawsuit filed by several 
organizations, GAB was forced to 
drop the most egregious part of this 
rule, at least for the time being. 
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Feds and State Unleash Free Speech Attack
While the NRA was cutting a deal with democrats on a bill that would kill free speech for 
everyone else, the Wisconsin Government Accountability Board was hatching its own scheme.



Green Bay, Wis. — When the  feds 
want to ram through a new anti-gun 
precedent, there is no ethical standard 
of conduct they aren’t willing to stomp 
in order to accomplish their aim. 
  That’s the hard lesson David Olofson 
— and now all American gun owners 
— must come to grips with, as his 
conviction marks the dawn of a new 
era for the emerging police state: Now  
any semi-automatic that is capable of 
malfunctioning (theoretically all semi-
automatics) can be labeled a “machine 
gun” by the BATFE at any time.  All it 
takes is a little “testing” by a BATFE 
expert to achieve the desired outcome 
— an accidental discharge of multiple 
shots with one trigger pull, to execute a 
raid and prosecution of any gun owner.
    And now, after serving over two 
years of a three year prison sentence 
at the federal prison in Sandstone 
Minnesota, Olofson — a father of three 
and lifelong law-abiding gun owner 
— has been moved to a Green Bay 
“clinic” where he’s being treated right 
alongside drug addicts, alcoholics and 
domestic abusers. Because his AR-15 
malfunctioned.

   “If this was the Soviet 
Union, they’d call it a re-
education camp,” Olofson 
told WGO in a phone 
interview. 
Olofson said his release 
date is scheduled for 
September 6. In addition 
to looking for work, and 
spending time with his 
children, Olofson said he 
will fight to overturn his 
conviction to clear his 
name. 
   During the trial, firearms 
expert Len Savage was not 
allowed to cross examine 
the government’s witnesses 
or the weapon in question. 

Evidence was withheld, and witnesses 
vital to his defense were not allowed to 
testify, he said. 

Was Olofson a Surveillance 
Target?
    Olofson, who served as an armorer in 
active duty, said he believes he became 
a BATFE target after calling attention 
to himself when he tried to bring his 
firearms expertise to bear to assist a 
Fond Du Lac area gun shop. He said 
he was trying to help resolve firearm 
issues related to BATFE scrutiny of the 
shop. 
   “I was simply trying to be helpful,” 
Olofson said. 
   It was that same helpfulness that he 
said compelled him to loan his semi-
automatic rifle to someone he thought 
was a friend.  “I thought that by 
loaning him a military-style rifle and 
encouraging him to shoot, he’d become 
interested in serving in the military,” 
said Olofson.
   But those good intentions back-fired 
when the BATFE was notified of an 
alleged machine gun being transferred 

without the proper Class III paperwork. 
But, as Olofson’s defense pointed out in 
his trial, it wasn’t a machine gun at all, 
but  simply a semi-auto AR-15 that had 
doubled when BATFE agents inspected 
it. At least that’s what the government 
said happened. 
  “All that Olofson — an Army Reservist 
and resident of Berlin, Wisconsin — 
did was loan his semi-automatic AR-
15 to an acquaintance who took it to a 
shooting range where — acting contrary 
to Olofson’s express instructions — 
the acquaintance rotated the rifle’s 
safety out of either the “safe” or “fire” 
positions into an “unmarked” position, 
pulled the trigger, and the rifle fired 
three or four shots and then jammed,” 
reported Gun Owners of America.
  “At trial, the Government had insisted 
that any weapon that fired more than 
one shot at the single pull of the trigger 
— “no matter what the cause” — is a 
machine gun and that, since Olofson 
knew that his AR-15 would misfire 
on occasion if put in the unmarked 
position, then he knew that the AR-15 
has all the essential characteristics of a 
fully automatic weapon.”
  “Despite the fact that the prosecution’s 
definition of a machine gun directly 
conflicted with the Supreme Court’s 
statement in the Staples case — that 
to be a machine gun a weapon must be 
proved to shoot more than one shot at 
the single pull of a trigger UNTIL THE 
TRIGGER IS RELEASED OR THE 
AMMUNITION IN THE MAGAZINE 
IS EXHAUSTED — the three-judge 
appellate panel decided that the 
Supreme Court’s description of a fully 
automatic weapon was “not an accurate 
statement of the law.” 
  Visit www.gunowners.org/olofson to 
donate to a special fund set up to help 
the David Olofson family. 
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David Olofson To Be Released
The Berlin, Wisconsin Army Reservist imprisoned for loaning a malfunctioning AR-15 to an 
acquaintance will soon be released from a Green Bay correctional institution

Lou Dobbs of CNN: “How many organizations 
have stood up to stand behind this man who 
is literally being ... railroaded in the State 
of Wisconsin?” (Answer: Gun Owners of 
America and Wisconsin Gun Owners)



The 1990’s and early 2000’s saw a 
wave of states create “shall issue”
concealed carry permit laws, 
which have certainly captivated 
the attention of our nation’s gun 
owners.
 But there’s a stronger, more 
principled movement afoot, and it 
seems to be surfing on the waves of 
resurgence for our Constitution.
   That movement is permitless carry 
or even Vermont Carry, but is most
properly called “Constitutional 
Carry.” By definition, it means 
carrying a concealed handgun 
without a concealed carry permit.
  The state of Vermont started it when 
they drafted their first state laws.
   You see, Vermont did not criminalize 
concealed carry. Something that’s 
not specifically listed in law as 
“illegal” or “criminal” is, by 
definition, allowed. Thankfully, it’s 
not the other way around, because if 
everything was by default prohibited 
and citizens needed to seek statutory 
permission for every new activity 
(the internet comes immediately to 
mind), freedom and innovation — 
inseparable qualities — would be 

dramatically stifled.
   So, Vermont residents can carry 
concealed without first seeking 
permission from Big Brother. And 
though their residents can still 
acquire permits for concealed carry, 
they aren’t required to do so.
   Vermont, not coincidentally, is, by 
most measures, the safest state in 
our nation.
  Why shouldn’t gun owners demand 
Constitutional Carry? Permit 
systems, by necessity, have lists, and 
lists of gun owners are dangerous.
 Though many states have tried to 
pass Constitutional Carry laws, 
they’ve often been opposed by 
the institutional gun lobby and 
their state-level minions. What’s 
their reasoning for opposing real 
concealed carry reform?
 I’ve heard “We can’t have 
EVERYONE carrying a gun” or 
“There’s no training required, so 
it would be dangerous.” However, 
I see little evidence that either 
objection is valid.
 After all, I practice my First 
Amendment right to free speech 
without “government-mandated 
training.”
  Most likely the objections stem 
from either ignorance of the facts 
or because Constitutional Carry 
isn’t a cash-cow industry for those 
objecting.
   I’m a firearms instructor myself, 
and train a lot of students in the
carrying of concealed handguns, 
but I’d gladly trade that for the 
freedom to carry concealed without 
a permit.
   I’ve been involved in pushing for 
Constitutional Carry for more than 
17 years now, and the exciting part 

is that now there seems to be some 
steam to pass this law in a broad 
range of states.
   In 2003, Alaska passed a measure 
to decriminalize permitless carry, 
while still leaving their permit 
system intact. However, it seemed 
like this was an anomaly — until 
the last two years.
   Arizona passed a Constitutional 
Carry law just a few months ago, 
but it was overshadowed by the 
uproar over their illegal immigration 
legislation.
  Nevertheless, Arizona residents 
can now carry concealed without a 
permit.
  Despite a limited, 30-day 
budgetary session, Wyoming passed 
a Constitutional Carry bill out of 
the State House. That measure 
died in their State Senate, but only 
because of time. And both Iowa and 
Montana had Constitutional Carry 
bills offered in the last few years.
  Though I’m not opposed to 
“Shall Issue” concealed carry 
permit systems — I have a permit, 
after all — I’d much rather pass a 
Constitutional Carry law, wherever 
possible.
  Since most gun owners oppose 
regulations, registration and 
restrictions on carrying concealed, 
I believe it’s a smart move for gun 
owners to set Constitutional Carry 
as their goal. After all, we’ll never 
get more than what we ask for. 
    Dudley Brown is the executive 
director of the National Association 
for Gun Rights (NAGR). For 
more information, visit www.
nationalgunrights.org
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Constitutional Carry Gaining Steam Across America
By Dudley Brown
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A new website, audio news 
podcast, and online video 
to more effectively mobilize 
grassroots gun owners.
    

ne of my principle 
responsibilities here at 
WGO — in addition to 
earning the scorn of anti-

gun politicians, compromisers, 
appeasers, quislings, legislative 
staffers, know-it-alls, radical lefties, 
ugly gun-grabbing feminists with 
pink hair and various other political 
scoundrels — is ensuring our 
organization is using your generous 
contributions to  their fullest effect. 
To me, that means staying ahead 
of emerging technologies that 
facilitate efficient communications 
— especially important during an 
election year so vital to concealed 
carry.   
  If you’ve pointed your browser 
to wisconsingunowners.org 
lately, you’ve noticed a new look 
to the website. But in addition to 
a new look, what really matters is 
what’s under the hood. Built upon 
a powerful data-driven platform, 
the new wisconsingunowners.org 
website will be able to better deliver 
state and national gun rights news 
content to activists across multiple 
platforms. 
   The site will better facilitate the 
delivery of static content like articles 

and blogs, but will now give you 
the ability to subscribe to RSS feeds 
for instant notification on issues, an 
important tool to stay ahead of anti-
gun politicians. 
WGO Audio News Podcast
That’s only the start. We’ve also 
launched the first of our new 
multi-media delivery systems,  the 
Wisconsin Gun Owners Audio 
News Podcast. Give it a listen. It’s 
just one more example of a new way 
in which we can inform and mobilize 
gun owners quickly — giving us the 
ability to deliver alerts and official 
propaganda to gun owners using 
mobile devices.  
Free Gun Rights E-Mail 
Newsletter
Much like the Skunk Works 
team in WWII, whose wrenches 
never ceased production day or 
night, WGO’s e-mail newsletter 
is deployed with similar urgency. 
When a vote is going down, or an 
amendment is offered, there simply 
isn’t time to get mail out the door. 
    But there is time to launch an 
e-mail campaign.  By signing up 
for the e-mail newsletter, we can 
fire up the air raid sirens and give 
you a heads-up on short notice 
— delivered instantly to your 
e-mail inbox. Be sure to sign up at 
wisconsingunowners.org. 
Online Video
WGO will soon be producing 
original online video reports — 
holding state politicians accountable 
with their own words and actions 
captured in all their ugliness in High 
Definition (HD). That’s good news 

for gun owners, bad 
news for politicians.  
Social Media
The new website will 
also give statewide 
gun owners better 
integration with social media like 
Facebook and Twitter — and even 
YouTube. 
  So check it out. Set your 
sights on wisconsingunowners.
org. And drop me a line. Send 
an e-mail with comments or 
suggestions to executivedirector@
wisconsingunowners.org.
    

One final note: All of these tools 
help us achieve our legislative 
goal of defending the right to bear 
arms without compromise. It’s 
only possible thanks to you, and 
your generous support. So thanks 
for your commitment to WGO and 
Wisconsin gun rights. Now, where’d 
I put that damn wrench? 

Skunk Works: WGO Rolls Out Online 
Upgrades  By Corey Graff, Executive Director

Bullet Points
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